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Making biodiversity relevant to the private sector

Biodiversity underpins economies and society, and biodiversity loss has serious implications for 
the private sector. Yet businesses often struggle to identify what actions they can and should 
take regarding biodiversity or how their efforts contribute to international goals to tackle 
biodiversity loss. 

The University of Oxford and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), with the support 
of the Valuing Nature Placement scheme, are undertaking a project to address this issue. We 
see the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a potential catalyst to drive 
private sector action on biodiversity and to integrate international biodiversity goals into business 
strategies and operations. 

How you can help

We have conducted an analysis of the strategic goals for biodiversity, to highlight avenues 
for action. We are now seeking published examples of biodiversity action taken by the 

private sector. Examples could be drawn from a formal report or website, either from your 
own business or others that you can share. We are seeking cases that detail the project 
aims, key activities and reforms, current or expected benefits, and the name of any key 

partnerships, e.g. with conservation NGOs and/ or local communities. 

See overleaf for details and examples

Deadline for receiving case examples: Friday 2nd February 2018

Producing biodiversity guidance tailored for the private sector

We’re producing a series of easy to access briefing notes to support the private sector in 
contributing to international strategic goals to conserve biodiversity. These include a group of short 
business case studies to illustrate how the private sector is already contributing towards achieving 
these goals. Our briefing notes will explore various ways that different sectors can contribute to 
the strategic goals, and highlight opportunities for increased business contributions to tackling 
biodiversity loss. 



Mapping business action onto the strategic goals for biodiversity

Multiple international conventions govern different aspects of biodiversity, feeding into five 
strategic goals. Below are examples of the type of business action that map onto these goals, and 
the conventions we are focussing on.

International 
Conventions

Global strategic 
goals for 

biodiversity

Examples of private 
section action
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Producing biodiversity guidance tailored for the private sector

Many businesses are interested in the SDGs and the implications for their operations and 
strategies, with various tools developed to help businesses contribute to the SDGs. We 
demonstrate how contributing to the SDGs can enable businesses to also contribute to the global 
strategic goals for biodiversity. The cases will demonstrate how activities regarding biodiversity link 
into both the SDGs and strategic goals for biodiversity.

Find out more and get involved

This project represents a first step to further collaborations and activities regarding private sector 
engagement with biodiversity.

To find out more about the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and 
Oxford University’s work in this area, please contact Matt Smith or Prue Addison

       

       @prueaddison
       @ICCS 

         

         @MAES_UK
         @JNCC_UK
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For business case studies, contact Tom Smith
        
       

This project is supported by the Valuing Nature Placement Scheme and the Natural Environment 
Research Council Knowledge Exchange Fellowship programme

@tomws_uk

matt.smith@jncc.gov.uk
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prue.addison@zoo.ox.ac.uk


