
Taking	business	commitment	to	nature	
conservation	beyond	the	crossroads	

The conservation community recently gathered for the World Conservation Congress (WCC) to discuss
the theme ‘Planet at the Crossroads’. A key topic was Business and Biodiversity, signifying increasing
recognition that the private sector has a pivotal role to play in nature conservation.

The businesses represented at WCC were leaders in corporate sustainability, and during the discussions
they demonstrated deep interest in conservation. However, these discussions revealed that whilst the
abstract business case for biodiversity conservation has been made, the practical case is still a work in
progress.

To move beyond this crossroads, businesses must find a way to account for biodiversity throughout the
supply chain. Businesses grapple with distilling information about multiple layers of operational
interaction with complex, dynamic, and uncertain natural systems. They seek scientifically credible
approaches that can help them develop scalable biodiversity performance indicators that robustly
incorporate this complexity, so that outcomes can be concisely reported at board level and acted upon.
Ultimately, whether it exists or not, businesses demand for nature conservation what ‘tonnes of carbon
dioxide equivalent’ is to climate change.

The conservation community is stepping up to help address these challenges. But one sector is seriously
under-represented; academic, peer-reviewed conservation science. There are decades of relevant
research that underpin conservation practice, such as protected area planning and threatened species
management. Unfortunately, very little of this research made its way into Business and Biodiversity
discussions.

In 2020 the conservation community will re-convene for the WCC. To move business engagement in
biodiversity conservation well beyond commitment and towards impact, a step change in the
application of peer-reviewed conservation science is required. Key to this work is the development and
demonstrated application of scientifically robust universal biodiversity performance indicators for
business. Whichever group meets this challenge will revolutionize the future contribution of the private
sector to nature conservation.
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The University of Oxford is bringing cutting 
edge conservation research and pragmatic solutions 
to industry, to help businesses measure, evaluate 
and report on biodiversity performance
Prue Addison has recently joined the Interdisciplinary Centre for Conservation 
Science (ICCS) team at the University of Oxford as a NERC Knowledge Exchange 
Fellow. From 2016 to 2019 Prue will be working closely with multinational 
businesses with UK operations, to help those who are currently developing 
and implementing their own corporate biodiversity strategies.

Prue and the ICCS team of scientists, including Professor E.J. Milner-Gulland 
(University of Oxford) and Dr Joe W. Bull (University of Copenhagen), can see a 
positive shift in industry with businesses increasingly taking notice of biodiversity. 
This is not only to protect it for its own intrinsic value. It is also because 
progressive leaders now realise that accounting for nature makes sense for the 
sustainable growth of businesses around the world.

We are talking to industry and listening to their perspectives on biodiversity and 
their business. We understand that whilst businesses want to account for nature, 
they are facing a range of challenges around how to benefi t biodiversity through 
their corporate strategies and day-to-day operations. Industry have articulated 
these challenges, including how to effectively measure, evaluate and report 
on biodiversity performance. There is a clear need for pragmatic solutions that 
incorporate cutting edge conservation research for businesses to implement, 
which can help businesses create positive outcomes for nature.
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“Biodiversity is the sum total of all biotic variation 
from the level of genes to ecosystems” 

Purvis & Hector 2000, Nature, 405
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