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The University of Oxford is bringing cutting 
edge conservation research and pragmatic solutions 
to industry, to help businesses measure, evaluate 
and report on biodiversity performance
Prue Addison has recently joined the Interdisciplinary Centre for Conservation 
Science (ICCS) team at the University of Oxford as a NERC Knowledge Exchange 
Fellow. From 2016 to 2019 Prue will be working closely with multinational 
businesses with UK operations, to help those who are currently developing 
and implementing their own corporate biodiversity strategies.

Prue and the ICCS team of scientists, including Professor E.J. Milner-Gulland 
(University of Oxford) and Dr Joe W. Bull (University of Copenhagen), can see a 
positive shift in industry with businesses increasingly taking notice of biodiversity. 
This is not only to protect it for its own intrinsic value. It is also because 
progressive leaders now realise that accounting for nature makes sense for the 
sustainable growth of businesses around the world.

We are talking to industry and listening to their perspectives on biodiversity and 
their business. We understand that whilst businesses want to account for nature, 
they are facing a range of challenges around how to benefi t biodiversity through 
their corporate strategies and day-to-day operations. Industry have articulated 
these challenges, including how to effectively measure, evaluate and report 
on biodiversity performance. There is a clear need for pragmatic solutions that 
incorporate cutting edge conservation research for businesses to implement, 
which can help businesses create positive outcomes for nature.
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“Biodiversity is the sum total of all biotic variation 
from the level of genes to ecosystems” 

Purvis & Hector 2000, Nature, 405



Applying conservation science to improve 
corporate biodiversity strategies 
The fi eld of conservation science has seen a proliferation of research into 
ways to measure and protect biodiversity in recent decades. While this science 
can provide businesses with key strategic information and guidance on how 
to minimize their impacts on biodiversity, it can be diffi cult to access for 
many businesses. 

Prue is working with key business partners in the oil & gas, agriculture and 
manufacturing sectors, facilitating improved two-way communication between 
conservation scientists and industry, and applying conservation research to help 
address their specifi c challenges, such as:

The conservation science that can address these challenges already exists. 
Through her role as Knowledge Exchange fellow, Prue Addison will connect 
businesses with the cutting edge conservation research undertaken by the 
ICCS team of scientists and a range of international collaborators. Our extensive 
experience in conservation science, environmental monitoring, modelling, and 
decision support will enable us to apply a range of scientifi c techniques that 
can help businesses incorporate biodiversity into their corporate strategies 
and day-to-day operations.

By working closely with key business partners, we will develop sector-specifi c 
case studies that illustrate how conservation science can be effectively applied 
to address current and emerging business challenges. The outcomes of this work 
will be communicated widely to contribute to to cross-sector engagement and 
learning around how businesses can measure, evaluate and report on 
biodiversity performance.

How to get involved with Knowledge 
Exchange @ ICCS
To fi nd out more about Knowledge Exchange @ ICCS, or to join our network 
please contact: Dr Prue Addison:  prue.addison@zoo.ox.ac.uk 

  +44 7533 816001 

Follow our latest science and knowledge exchange activities:
 www.iccs.org.uk/KE 
 www.linkedin.com/in/prueaddison
 @prueaddison 

Measurement: 
How can biodiversity gains and 
losses be confi dently measured and 
predicted, using robust indicators 
to understand the infl uence of 
businesses on biodiversity?

Scalability: 
How can local biodiversity gains 
and losses be scaled up to inform a 
global understanding of businesses 
impacts on biodiversity?

Uncertainty: 
How can uncertainty and risk 
be taken into account when 
estimating biodiversity losses from 
business impacts and gains from 
biodiversity interventions?

Knowledge Exchange @ ICCS is fully funded by 
the Natural Environmental Research Council

 and the University of Oxford. 


